What is claimed is: 

1. A method of searching for contents information 
presented by a plurality of information sites over a network 
based on a query sent from a client terminal to a searching 
server through the network, the method comprising the 
computer -implemented steps of: 

registering information sites which present 
contents information involving various items and actions 
related to each other; 

initiating the client terminal to transmit a 
query to the searching server through the network, the query 
containing an item keyword indicating an item as a target of 
searching and an action keyword indicating an action to be 
made on the item; 

operating the searching server according to the 
query to search for one or more of the registered information 
sites having contents information matching the query, and to 
send back directory information indicative of locations of 
the searched information sites to the client terminal; and 

operating the client terminal according to the 
directory information for accessing the searched information 
sites, thereby enabling a user to make the action on the item. 

2. A searching server apparatus used in a system of 
searching for contents information presented by a plurality 
of information sites over a network based on queries sent 
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from client terminals through the network, the searching 
server apparatus comprising: 

a prompting section that operates when a client 
terminal accesses the searching server for prompting the 
client terminal to input a query; 

a receiving section that receives the inputted 
query from the client terminal through the network, the 
inputted query containing an item keyword indicating an item 
as a target of searching and an action keyword indicating an 
action to be made on the item; 

an operating section that operates according to 
the received query to search for one or more information 
sites having contents information matching the received 
query; and 

a transmitting section that sends back directory 
information indicative of locations of the searched 
information sites to the client terminal, thereby enabling 
the client terminal to access the searched information sites 
according to the directory information, whereby a user of the 
client terminal can make the action on the item. 

3. The searching server apparatus according to claim 
2, wherein the prompting section provides a list of various 
item keywords and action keywords with the client terminal 
such that the user can select a set of an item keyword and an 
action keyword from the list to formulate the query. 
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4 . The searching server apparatus according to claim 
2, further comprising a database that stores the directory 
information of the information sites spread over the network 
together with the item keywords and the action keywords 
matching the contents information presented by the respective 
information sites. 

5 . The searching server apparatus according to claim 
4, wherein the operating section can search for one or more 
information sites with reference to the database according to 
the query. 

6 . The searching server apparatus according to claim 
2 , further comprising a registering section that responds to 
a request for registration of a new information site from a 
client terminal, for registering directory information of the 
new information site together with an item keyword and an 
action keyword matching the contents information presented by 
the new information site. 

7 . The searching server apparatus according to claim 
6, wherein the registering section responds to the request 
for registration of the new information site from the client 
terminal, for providing a list of various item keywords and 
action keywords with the client terminal such that the user 
can select a set of an item keyword and an action keyword 
from the list in matching with the contents information 



presented by the new information site. 



8. A client terminal apparatus in a system of 
searching for contents information presented by a plurality 
of information sites over a network based on a query sent to 
a searching server through the network, the client terminal 
apparatus comprising: 

an accessing section that accesses the searching 
server for establishing communication with the searching 
server through the network; 

an input section that transmits the query to the 
searching server through the network, the query containing an 
item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching and 
an action keyword indicating an action to be made on the item, 
thereby enabling the searching server to search for one or 
more information sites having contents information matching 
the query ; 

an output section that receives directory 
information indicative of locations of the searched 
information sites from the searching server through the 
network; and 

an operating section that operates according to 
the directory information for accessing the searched 
information sites, thereby enabling a user to make the action 
on the item. 

9 . The client terminal apparatus according to claim 8 , 
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wherein the input section is provided with a list of various 
item keywords and action keywords from the searching server 
such that the user can select a set of an item keyword and an 
action keyword from the list to formulate the query. 

10 . The client terminal apparatus according to claim 
8, wherein the input section can send a request for 
registration of a new information site to the searching 
server, such that the searching server registers directory 
information of the new information site together with an item 
keyword and an action keyword matching the contents 
information presented by the new information site. 

11. The client terminal apparatus according to claim 
10, wherein the input section is provided with a list of 
various item keywords and action keywords from the searching 
server, such that the user can select a set of an item 
keyword and an action keyword from the list in matching with 
the contents information presented by the new information 
site . 

12. A storage medium for storing an index table used 
by a searching server for searching contents information 
presented by a plurality of information sites over a network 
based on a query sent from a client terminal through the 
network, the query containing an item keyword indicating an 
item as a target of searching and an action keyword 
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indicating an action to be made on the item, 

wherein the index table memorizes a 
correspondence between information sites spread over the 
network and subject items involved in the contents 
information of the information sites and related actions 
mentioned in the contents information, such that the 
searching server can search for one or more information sites 
based on the query with reference to the index table. 

13. A computer program executable by a searching 
server for searching contents information presented by a 
plurality of information sites over a network based on a 
query sent from a client terminal through the network, the 
computer program comprising the steps of: 

prompting the client terminal to input a query 
when the client terminal accesses the searching server; 

receiving the inputted query from the client 
terminal through the network, the inputted query containing 
an item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching 
and an action keyword Indicating an action to be made on the 
item; 

searching for one or more information sites 
having contents information matching the received query; and 

sending back directory information indicative of 
locations of the searched information sites to the client 
terminal, thereby enabling the client terminal to access the 
searched information sites according to the directory 
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information, whereby a user of the client terminal can make 
the action on the item. 

14. A computer program executable by a client 
terminal for enabling a searching server to search contents 
information presented by a plurality of information sites 
over a network based on a query sent to the searching server 
through the network, the computer program comprising the 
steps of : 

accessing the searching server for establishing 
communication with the searching server through the network; 

transmitting the query to the searching server 
through the network, the query containing an item keyword 
indicating an item as a target of searching and an action 
keyword indicating an action to be made on the item, thereby 
enabling the searching server to search for one or more 
information sites having contents information matching the 
query ; 

receiving directory information indicative of 
locations of the searched information sites from the 
searching server through the network; and 

accessing the searched information sites 
according to the directory information, thereby enabling a 
user to make the action on the item. 
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